The First Helicopter lands at COAF SMART Center
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Children of Armenia Charitable Fund (COAF) launched a new promising partnership
with Armenian Helicopters Air Company. The first helicopter landed at COAF SMART
Center located in Debet community, in Lori region of Armenia.
“COAF SMART is an innovative center contributing to the development of rural
communities. The partnership with Armenian Helicopters will make the SMART Center
more accessible for our visitors from different parts of Armenia and abroad. The guests
for whom time is a crucial matter will find helicopter flights extremely useful,” says
Korioun Khatchadourian, the COAF managing director.
While it’s a pleasant two-hour car journey towards COAF SMART Center from Yerevan,
it takes the helicopter just half an hour to get there from Yerevan. Thus, reaching the
SMART Center has now become easier and faster than moving sometimes from one
Yerevan district to another.
Through the partnership with Armenian Helicopters COAF has made just another step
towards bringing the world closer to remote rural areas of Armenia. This partnership will
also boost the expansion of small aviation business segment in Armenia, which, in turn,
will contribute to regional development and tourism in Armenia.
Since helicopters with small takeoff weights do not require special helipads, the crew
had the right to choose the best landing spot. In this case, the helicopter landed on the
most perfect spot – right in front of the promenade of the COAF SMART Center. Thus,
the passengers can walk directly from the promenade into the COAF SMART Center.
Arsen Manukyan, the Armenian Helicopters CEO, considers the partnership to be of
great importance. “From now on, the COAF SMART Center will become more
accessible for the guests that prioritize their time. We also plan to cooperate with the
youth involved in the COAF SMART Center afterschool clubs as well, as adults. For
example, we can conduct joint projects with the Center attendees interested in aviation
modeling, digital drawing, tourism and business development.”
The young students of the SMART Center were very excited by the sight of the
helicopter landing beside the SMART Center. As mentioned by Krist Marukyan, the

COAF SMART Center manager, “The children visiting the COAF SMART Center will
once again see that the ways and opportunities of communicating with the world are
unlimited.”
The collaboration between Children of Armenia Fund and Armenian Helicopters is yet
another move that will contribute to the innovative development of rural Armenia,
tourism and expansion of modern technologies across the country.

“Children of Armenia” Charitable Fund (COAF) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization that
employs community-led approaches aimed at improving the quality of life in rural Armenia, with a
particular focus on children and youth. COAF’s target development areas are education, healthcare,
social and economic development. COAF launched its programs in 2004, starting in one village and
expanding to 44 villages in Armavir, Aragatsotn, Lori, Gegharkunik, Shirak and Tavush regions.
Since 2015 COAF has developed and started implementing a new vision – SMART Initiative. SMART is
designed to advance a generation across the rural world through education that will benefit individuals,
societies and the environment. SMART will become an exemplary model of development and will be
replicated in other regions and communities throughout Armenia.
The first COAF SMART CENTER was opened on May 27, 2018, at the village of Debet, Lori region, with
an outreach to over 150,000 people.

Armenian Helicopters company is registered in the Republic of Armenia. The Air company is the first
commercial operator in Armenia (AOC), certificated by Armenian Civil Aviation authority, for transportation
of passengers, mail and cargo by light class helicopters, (maximum takeoff weight up to 3100 kg) on local
and international directions.

